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The 

Parable of Rich Man
and Lazarus
is one of the most misunderstood
parables of Jesus.



The story in a parable is 
unreasonable or absurd.

The Sower – it’s not about farming.
The Lost sheep – it’s not about shepherding.



Luke 16:24 And he cried and said, “Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 

cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. ”

We call this language of a parable because this is not a reality.



Jesus has the Pharisees in mind, and his parable
were stories against them.



“we need to identify ourselves in the parable even if 
we don’t like it.”



Why was Jesus was so hard on the Pharisees and 
Sadducees?

Luke 18:9-12



Pharisees
• self-righteous
• looking down on other people
• fasted, and giving tithes
• do not believe in other essential teachings of 

scriptures
• religious leader in Israel



Sadducees
• politically taking advantage of Rome
• High priest appointed by the power of Romans
• upperclassmen and rich people
• religious leader in Israel



Jesus warned against 
their type of teaching and how they relied on being 

the natural seed
rather than being the spiritual seed of Abraham.



The Sadducees do not believe 
in resurrection.

Luke 20:27



Sadducees and Pharisees would think: 

• they will not repent
• they will not change their lives
• they will not change their minds

-even if someone came back from the dead
to convince them



Both Sadducees and Pharisees fit this parable:

-even a Pharisees who believes in future resurrection 
rejected the witness of a risen man named Lazarus
-they condemned Jesus to death, and Lazarus as well



This might be a lesson for us 
to be careful because we might deny

the message intended for us 
in the parable.



Technical Interpretation



The story should be read using the language of a 
parable, 

i.e., using a figure of speech.



The Scriptures are quite clear regarding man’s 
mortality and that eternal life is granted or denied

following bodily resurrection at the return of Christ.



The faithful who have died
(Abraham included!):
“These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”
(Hebrews 11:13)



The words of Jesus:
“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto
the resurrection of damnation.”
(John 5:28-29)



Martha’s belief in the resurrection: “Martha saith
unto him, I know that he (her dead brother) shall rise
again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto
her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”
(John 11:24)



The Book of Daniel:
“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt.”
(Daniel 12:2)



Lesson for Us:

The Scriptures alone contain all that is needful to direct
our lives and should be read and understood.

Even though one should rise from the dead, it would
not affect those who shut their ears to the voice of God
in the Scriptures that testify of Christ.



Warning for Us:

20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the
world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than
the first.
21 For it would have been better for them never to have
known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to
turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.

2 Peter 2:20-21


