
 

 

 

          

 

“OCCUPY ‘TILL I COME” 

What are the things that keep us busy 

nowadays? How do we use and value our time? 

Signs and wonders are abundantly evident, telling 

us that the day of our Lord’s return is near. Since 

we do not know exactly when that time is, how do 

we occupy our time now and prepare for the 

Lord’s coming? 

 
 

The word of the Lord in his parable of the 

talents has a very clear message to us all:  

“Occupy till I come” (Luke 12:13). We have all 

been blessed with different talents.  However, are 

we using them optimally or at all, in the Master’s 

service?  It’s up to each of us to invest wisely and 

work hard to support our Master’s work as he 

counsels us. 

This powerful message from the Lord will 

be regularly echoed to the Brothers and Sisters of 

Kalilangan Ecclesia when they meet together in 

their newly built meeting hall, as it adorns to front 

wall above their platform. After 4 years of 

enduring hardship in a hopelessly inadequate, 

grossly overcrowded and dilapidated rented 

house they have built a new for themselves 

lampstand in Kinura, Kalilangan Bukidnon. The 

Ecclesia commenced the building work last year  

and it has involved many hours of labour by the 

members over the past 18 months. 

 

 

 

 
A thanksgiving and grand opening was 

held with  4-day study weekend last November 

2019. The studies were  led by Brother Darren 

Tappouras with over 170 members from Australia, 

and the local Ecclesias of Cagayan de Oro, Mailag, 

Cebu, Bohol, Sta. Barbara and Quezon City also 

travelling by plane, boat and bus to participate. 

Studies focused on the personality and example  of 

the Lord Jesus Christ to the theme “That I might 

know Him”.  
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It was indeed a very joyful occasion, full of 

spiritually encouraging lessons about the Master 

and in fellowship with the Brothers and Sisters 

from the different Ecclesias. Kalilangan Ecclesia is 

very grateful for the generosity of the Brothers and 

Sisters from the Ecclesias of UK, Australia and 

America, as well as the support of the Bible 

Education Center (BEC), Philippines.    

Catering for the gathering of over 170 

brethren and sisters was well organised by the 

local sisters, led by Sis Christine Flores an 

accomplished chef and Sis Melenie Facun.! 

A highlight of the weekend was the 

confession of faith and baptism of Jessica 

Balacano.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Ecclesial picnic at an adjacent natural 

spring picnic ground was enjoyed by all and a 

Song and Praise evening supplemented the 

weekend.

 

A 2020 Bible calendar and quantities of 2nd 

hand clothing for the  Sunday  School children and 

the needy, donated by Ecclesias in Australia were 

also distributed to participants at the conclusion of 

the weekend 

.   

 
 Just a week after the grand opening, Bro. 

Jonnifer Natividad has already organized an 

additional Sunday School class of children from 

the nearby residences where the Ecclesial hall 

was erected.  

 Through the assistance of the Bible 

Education Center, the Ecclesia is looking forward 

to conduct upcoming activities to fully utilize the 

hall, hold seminars and Bible studies and preach 

to the residences nearby.  Its size makes it ideal 

for combined Ecclesial and CYC gatherings. 

 

BEC CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY (CDO) 

 

 The BEC shop, centrally located in CDO 

continues to attract a steady stream of visitors 

drawn by the pamphlets and Leaflets displayed 

outside.   Visitors are encouraged to discuss the 

Bible’s plan for salvation with our staff and 

volunteers over a cup of coffee and explore  the 

wide array of books and magazines available and 

displayed at the shop.  The sincere interest in the 

Bible and its teaching by many in the Filipino 



 

 

community  has been noted by overseas visitors as 

a huge contrast to the increasing apathy and 

indifference commonly seen in world today. 

Profitable discussion by our volunteer staff often 

ensues and enrollment in our 12 week study 

course is encouraged.  

  
University students in front of the Shop are 

also looking for books to read and spend their 

vacant time in reading some of the books available 

at BEC. 

 
 

Pastors of other religious denominations 

often visit for discussions and are amazed at our 

library of books and study aids in the BEC, largely 

donated by Ecclesias in USA and Australia. They 

are always excited to look for  the latest update of 

our Bible magazine or Glad Tidings.  Our lending 

library of CDs and DVDs of studies and seminars 

is also popular. 

 

Some Bible students are only available 

during night.  A regular Bible study is held at the 

BEC shop every Friday night led by local 

brethren.  Audio Visual facilities are used to 

highlight the lessons and they are well attended.   

The seminars and Bible studies are also advertised 

on our Facebook page. 

 

  

 
BEC Shop Valencia 

 



 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES IN HIGH SCHOOLS 

This key element of our preaching work 

continues to expand in Mindanao. It now  involves 

teaching classes on a regular basis in 3 secondary 

public schools as part of the school’s teaching 

syllabus.  We have indeed been blessed to be 

given this opportunity to preach the gospel. 

Lessons are prepared by staff using Power Point 

slides and our team of volunteers use data 

projectors (a rarity in Philippine public schools) to 

illustrate the lessons in class.  This work is limited 

only by the capacity and resources of our team of 

volunteer teachers, primarily our young people in 

CDO, Valencia City and Kalilangan, to handle the 

teaching load.  

 
It is very encouraging to teach the word of 

God to the secondary school students. These 

include some Muslims  who not only attend classes 

but are commonly amongst the most participative 

and active in class,  asking lots of questions about 

the Bible. Our classes have just completed an 

overview of old testament Bible lessons including 

God’s promises and the history of God’s people. It 

is gratifying to see some of our students also 

visiting our BECs and joining some of our CYC 

classes. 

 

 
  

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK 

THE BEC team also provides support for 

Sunday School work in the southern Philippines as 

part of our outreach.  The majority of students 

come from non-Christadelphian families.  Our 

volunteer teachers freely give their time to teach 

over 400 children scattered in 17 Sunday Schools 

across the Philippines!   One such school is at 

Malingin Beach, a poor coastal village adjacent to 

Cagayan De Oro. Two dedicated sisters, Mary Joy 

Facun and Michelle Guyo visit to teach the local 

children every Saturday.  The children love their 

classes and associated activities  and are always 

excited to participate.  Each student is given their 

own workbook and coloring materials to enable 

them to join in. 

.In future issues we plan to highlight some 

of our other Sunday Schools. 

   

 



 

 

 TABITHA SISTERS COOPERATIVE 

 

Kalilangan Ecclesia is also very grateful to 

the Tabitha Sisters for the contribution they 

extended to the Ecclesia to purchased kitchen 

utensils for their new hall as a result of their 

production and sales of clothing and school 

uniforms and others. The sisters are exploring 

other items to sell for their fundraising and assist 

the Ecclesia for their weekly needs. 

The Cooperative was set up with the 

support of the BEC.  A regular Sunday School is 

also held weekly for the local children at the 

Tabitha Shop. 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

CYC PREACHING ACTIVITY 

 

The BEC recently sponsored a 

combined CYC preaching activity at the new 

Kalilangan Hall for the local young people in 

Mindanao.  Young people from the various 

Ecclesias gathered together for a day devoted 

to learning techniques to preach the gospel 

and answer questions on Bible doctrines, 

using study group format.    

 



 

 

The afternoon was then spent  going out 

into the local community to discuss the gospel 

message and provide personal invitations to 

attend Bible Studies.  A warm reception was 

generally received from those with whom 

they came in contact. 

 

 
   

An evening of games and social 

activities concluded a highly successful day. 

 

 
  

The BEC hopes to coordinate further 

combined CYC study and preaching activities 

and Bible studies on a regular basis.in the 

future, 

 

 

 

HOW CAN YOU HELP?  

 

The BEC Management Committee, 

comprising of representatives primarily 

drawn from the local Mindanao ecclesias, are 

particularly grateful to the brethren and 

sisters in Australia, USA, UK and Canada for 

their ongoing support for our humble labours 

in the Master’s service.  Also to the 

Williamsburg Christadelphian Foundation 

(WCF) and for their ongoing material and 

financial support.  To them all we express our 

heartfelt gratitude. Thank you so much! 

Your donations will enable the Master’s 

work to expand and develop further 

preaching, Sunday School, CYC and 

fellowship initiatives throughout the Ecclesias 

in the southern Philippines. 

   We look forward to keeping you 

informed and “in the loop” via our regular 

newsletters.  May you remember the work of 

the BEC in your prayers.  We also sincerely 

welcome your financial support.   

Fieldworkers are also very welcome to 

visit and support the work of the BECs. Air- 

conditioned accommodation is available for 

any wishing to volunteer to visit and help us in 

the work of the BECs. An enthusiastic 

welcome and warm Filipino hospitality for 

volunteers can be assured!   

If you are able to assist us or if you have 

any inquiry, please contact us at:  

beccagayandeoro@gmail.com  or to our key 

committee members:  Bro. Jodel James: 

jodeljames@gmail.com Treasurer/ Cagayan 

De Oro City BEC shop;  

 

Bro.Michael Alesna:lita_alesna@yahoo.com  

for the Valencia City BEC shop;   

 

On behalf of the BEC committee:   

Bro. Efren Facun  efrenbfacun@yahoo.com 

(Secretary).   

 

The Bible Education Centre Inc. is a duly 

registered non- profit entity in the Philippines. 

 

 
                The BEC Philippines Team 

mailto:jodeljames@gmail.com

