
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“But take ye heed” 
 

“But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold 
you all things” Mark 13:23 was the response of 
the Master to his disciples as they departed from 
the temple in Jerusalem. 

Events such as wars, famines and other 
calamities have certainly marked our history 
since the time the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to 
heaven. In effect disasters will happen, but these 
do not signal the Master’s return. 

Christ warns his disciples that wars, 
famines calamities, etc. would increase. However  
the Master warned that these were just “the 
beginning of sorrows”: which is literally “the 
beginning of labor pains.”  

The whole world has been convulsed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic in recent months with 
over 30million affected, globally and over 
1million deaths YTD. The social and economic 
consequences have been devastating, particularly 
on third world economies such as the Philippines. 
Healthcare resources have been overwhelmed 
and welfare systems shown to be hopelessly 
inadequate. Poverty and unemployment has 
increased exponentially.  The country has been 
forced into lockdown in an attempt to reduce the 
spread of the virus and many have been reduced 
to begging in the streets of our capital.  Famine is 
increasing. 

The Christadelphian community is not 
exempt from these consequences.  Since the start 
of the community quarantine and lockdowns the 
BEC team have labored to extend financial help to 
those of our Brothers, Sisters and needy Sunday 
school children who have been distressingly 
affected. We are very grateful for the generosity 
of our donors from Australia together with the 
Williamsburg Christadelphian Foundation (WCF). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The recipient Brothers,  Sisters and 

Sunday School scholars have expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude for the welfare provided,  often 
in tears of joy and thankfulness. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The result of this pandemic has affected 

individuals both physically, mentally, emotionally 
and spiritually. But the words of the Master are 
available to comfort and encourage us.  

 

COPING with “LOCKDOWN” 
The enforced closure of all schools and 

places of worship, the cessation of public 
transport and businesses, has presented a major 
challenge for  our members and the BEC team.   
Many  members have lost jobs and been  confined 
to homes.  Sunday school and  Ecclesial gatherings 
were prohibited. 

Faced with the challenge to maintain 
fellowship and support the preaching and welfare 
work, the BEC team has embraced live streaming.  
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A weekly memorial meeting in 
Filipino/Tagalog was organized via Zoom.  It has 
proven most successful and has enabled brethren 
and sisters scattered throughout the Philippines 
to join together in Fellowship. Responsibility for 
the conduct of the weekly meeting is rotated 
around the individual Ecclesias. Hardware and 
internet connections have been provided by the 
BEC where necessary to assist even the neediest 
to participate. The opportunity for members 
living in isolation, scattered throughout the 
Philippine islands, and confined to home to join 
together in fellowship has been particularly 
appreciated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BEC Shop Activities 
Despite the travel restrictions our staff 

and volunteers continue to distribute flyers 
inviting participation in our online Bible classes, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The shops also serve as a venue for Virtual 
Classes for the Brothers and Sisters who are 
unable to access online because of unavailability 
of internet connections.  Their high speed internet 
connections have proven invaluable for the 
production and screening of our virtual Bible 
classes and weekly Sunday School activities. 
 

BEC Valencia City: 7 Baptisms! 
Despite the challenges imposed by the 

Covid 19 lockdown the BEC team led by Bro 
Michael Alesna have been able to maintain our 
preaching activity and weekly “First Principles” 
classes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our friends and young people, witnessing 

the global turmoil that has shook our society have 
heeded the message of the Scriptures and sought 
baptism.   Some have been visiting the shop daily 
to participate in our first principles classes and 
prepare for baptism.  It is gratifying to report that 



 

 

last month, 7 young people from our high school 
preaching activities as well as from the Mailag 
Ecclesial youth group were baptized.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Newly baptized brothers and Sisters 
are: Tristan Damaso, Sam Ivan Damaso, Charlize 
Damaso, Rhea Paraiso, Mark Laurence Lubo, 
Lucresio Mahinay and Remile John Achas. 
  

The right hand of fellowship was extended 
to our newly baptized members by Bro. Manzano 
Donato-the recording Brother of Mailag Ecclesia  
 
 

CYC/ BEC Virtual Bible Study class 
The BEC Committee has supported the 

CYC committee to organize a fortnightly Online  
Virtual Bible Class for the young people scattered 
throughout the Philippines.   A subcommittee was 
formed to progress the initiative.  Classes 
combine a Bible study with quizzes, games and 
commonly run for 2 hours on Saturday 
afternoons. The young people also participate in 
an innovative poster making competition using 
their talents to design a poster to advertise the 
following Bible class.  Over 70 young people 
scattered across the Philippines commonly 
participate and numbers are increasing.   The CYC 

committee are beyond grateful that the BEC has 
fostered and financially supported this further 
initiative. 

  This new method of online preaching, 
technology has been a benefit in supporting our 
community, widely scattered across the 
Philippine archipelago.  We are impressed with 
the enthusiasm of the young people for this 
initiative.  The beauty is they can participate not 
just through their computers but alternatively 
through their mobile phones if they do not 
possess one.  

 
 

When this crisis passes as we know it will, 
either by our Lord’s return or the virus 
running its course, let us not look back with regret 
that we regressed spiritually 
during this time, or that we did not take the 
opportunity afforded us to witness for 
the truth, or that we did not look after those who 
are more spiritually vulnerable. Let us occupy 
ourselves then at this time of difficulty and until 
the return of our Master, “take ye heed”. 

 
 

“On Line” Virtual Sunday School 
Faced with the inability to hold regular 

classes due to the severe COVID19 restrictions on 
young people gathering, the BEC committee 
worked with our Sunday School teachers to 
commence a weekly “on line” Sunday School.  This 
has been a phenomenal success with children 
inviting their friends into their homes to join with 
them.  Once again the neediest have been 
supported with the necessary technology to 
enable them to participate. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christadelphian Virtual Sunday School started last July 5, 2020! 
Teaching and sharing the Word of God to our children in a fun and 
creative way must continue. 

Teachers from throughout the Philippines 
take turns to prepare and present the lessons 
which are commonly supplemented with slides 
and video footage. A typical lesson runs for almost 
2 hours and includes quizzes, memory verses and 
coloring activities.  The BEC shops have produced 
and distributed workbooks to  all centers to 
supplement the lessons.  The overflowing 
happiness and excitement of the children 
together with their parents is very evident every 
Sunday as they interact with their fellow pupils 
scattered throughout the Philippines. COVID 19 
restrictions on children have been particularly 
harsh with schools shut down and kids confined 
to home for the past 5 months.    Thus the children 
eagerly look forward to this weekly event and the  
Bible stories and lessons in life.  We commend our 
dedicated band of teachers who have adapted to 
the new technology and prepared exciting and 
instructive sessions for the children. 

We believe that God is working with us 
through these challenging times and can use these 
opportunities to connect children in ways we may 
have not thought possible before. Children living 
in isolation have particularly benefited from the 
ability to interact with their peers. New faces and 
members continue to be welcomed and 
accommodated. 

 

 

 

 

All these initiatives would not be possible 
without the help and sponsorship of some our 
brothers & sisters from Australia and overseas.  
We express our deepest gratitude to them all for 
your continued support of our Sunday School 
programs. 

 
Materials produced locally at the BEC shop and were already 
distributed and now being used during the conduct of Virtual 
Sunday School Class. 
 

KALILANGAN ECCLESIA: 11more baptisms! 
  Despite the ban on travel outside of local 

villages and the prohibition of meetings in places 
of worship, the BEC team have supported 
Kalilangangan Ecclesia to conduct regular weekly 
“First principles” meetings, study groups and 
Sunday School at the Tabitha Sisters Cooperative 
shop in the village.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Visitors to our weekly  Bible classes and 
studies have continued to increase and requests 
for baptism have followed. After giving a good 
confession of their faith during interviews, 4 new 
sisters were added to the household of faith, last 
July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our new sisters are (from left to right): 
Jean Aguilar, Jessa Oblimar, Kathyrine Natividad 
and Desiree Balacano. 

Immediately following the baptisms in the 
local river, the new converts were joyously 
welcomed by the happy members of the 
Kalilangan Ecclesia  

 
 
 
 
 
 

This month a further six (6) souls were 
added to Kalilangan Ecclesia following their 
confession of Faith and baptism in the Maridugao 
river. This river has witnessed many baptisms 
over the last 6 decades since pioneer brethren 
endured hardships to bring the gospel to this 
remote yet fertile region of the Philippines 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our newly baptized brothers and Sisters 
are : Esperanza Andam, Jay Dancel, Marlon Piang, 
Jovie Piang, Amie Soriano and Michelle 
Balquedra.  
 

Tabitha Sisters Cooperative 
The work of the Tabitha Sisters 

Cooperative continues to earn income to assist 
the needy in the growing Ecclesia.  Facemasks are 
currently the major item produced by the sisters 
and are in high demand locally, with requests 
throughout the region due to the pandemic. Big 
thanks to the faithful band of sisters who donate 
their time and skills to this work. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

BEC WEBSITE 
Since the launching of the BEC website earlier 

this year , further preaching materials in both 
English and local dialects have been added.  The 
BEC team are particularly grateful to Bro Jodel 
James, our “Webmaster”  Also to our band of 
translators led by Bro Albert Cruz and Sis Jessica 
Gomez for their work. The website features the 
following: 

• First principle topics 
• Updated list of Events 
• Gallery of exhortations, youth activities, 

Sunday School lessons and 1st Principles 
studies in both English and local dialects  

• Different Bible study resources like study 
aids, reading materials and Sunday School 
Materials. 

• Q & A section of  frequently asked 
questions.  

We would encourage you to visit the site at 
your leisure and review the content for yourself. 
It can be accessed via: 
https://becphilippines.wixsite.com/becph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camiguin Island Bible Camp  
The Bible Camp originally scheduled for 

last April was forced to be postponed due to 
COVID 19 restrictions.  However the BEC/ MCYC 
committee have negotiated with the facility 
management to reschedule the Camp to the 
Easter holiday period (April 1-4, 2021) assuming 
COVID 19 restrictions will allow.  Further details 
next Newsletter. Reserve these dates in your 
calendar 
 
HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

The BEC Management Committee, 
comprising of representatives primarily drawn 
from the local Visayas/ Mindanao ecclesias, are 
particularly grateful to the brethren and sisters in 
Australia, USA, UK and Canada for their ongoing 
support for our humble labours in the Master’s 
service.  Also to the Williamsburg Christadelphian 
Foundation (WCF) and for their ongoing material 
and financial support.  To them all we express our 
heartfelt gratitude. Thank you so much! 

Your donations will enable the Master’s 
work to further expand and the BEC team to 
develop further preaching, Sunday School, CYC 
and fellowship initiatives for the local brethren 
and sisters.  We look forward to keeping you 
informed and “in the loop” via our regular 
newsletters.  May you remember the work of the 
BEC in your prayers.  We also sincerely welcome 
your financial support.   

Fieldworkers are also very welcome to 
visit and support the work of the BECs. Air- 
conditioned accommodation is available for any 
wishing to volunteer to visit and help us in the 
work of the BECs. An enthusiastic welcome and 
warm Filipino hospitality for volunteers can be 
assured!   

If you are able to assist us or if you have 
any inquiries, please contact us at:  
beccagayandeoro@gmail.com  or to our key  
committee members:  
Jodel James: jodeljames@gmail.com Treasurer/ Cagayan 
Michael Alesna: lita_alesna@yahoo.com  for Valencia City 

Efren Facun : efrenbfacun@yahoo.com Secretary.   

The Bible Education Centre Inc. is a duly registered 
non- profit entity in the Philippines.           
     

                                The BEC Philippines Team 
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